Parnell
with the arrears of rent in the way suggested, but he strongly
objected to the release of ParnelL The Cabinet, however,
decided that Parnell had been in prison long enough, and
Mr. Forster resigned his office* The Viceroy, Lord Cowper,
had resigned immediately before Mr. Forster had done so,
and was succeeded by Lord Spencer, who, unlike Lord
Cowper, had Cabinet rank. Mr. Morley thinks that Mr.
Forster " probably felt that the appointment of a Viceroy of
Cabinet rank and with successful Irish experience was, in
fact, his own supersession."1 Mr. Forster's successor was
Lord Frederick Cavendish, the husband of one of Mrs.
Gladstone's nieces.
II
When Parnell walked out of Kilmainham Jail in May,
1882* he did so in the knowledge that he had fought the Irish
Executive and beaten them. Mr. Gladstone, who had
stirred the Guildhall audience to loud cheers seven months
earlier by his announcement of ParnelFs arrest, was now the
active agent in procuring ParnelTs release. Lord Cowper
and Mr. Forster, who had demanded his incarceration, were
permitted to leave the Cabinet because they demanded that
his incarceration should continue. " If England cannot
govern the honourable member for Cork," said Mr. Forster,
" then let us acknowledge that he is the greatest power in all
Ireland to-day." The acknowledgement was made. He was,
indeed, the uncrowned king of Ireland. His age was thirty-
six, and he had been in Parliament for seven years,
III
The drama now gains pace. There are only nine more
years to run, and the Sardonic Dramatist has much to do*
On May 4, 1882, Mr. Forster told the House of Commons
1 Life of Gladstone, by John Morley, bk* viiL, chap* iv., sect. 8. -
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